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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2012:001083-CFA

STATE OF FLORIDA
P1aintiff,

V.

GEORGE ZIMMERMAN,

Defendant.

DEPOSITION OF:
JOSEPH SANTIAGO

Examination of a witness beginn{ng at 11:33 AM, and
concluding at 1:00 PM, on 0ctober 1, 2012, taken at 101
Bush Boulevard, Criminal Justice Center, Grand Jury
Room, Sanford, Florida before DAWN ROSCHER, Notary
Public, State of Florida at Large.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

" P. 0. Box 533406, Orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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APPEARANCES:

MARK M. O'MARA, ESQ., 1416 East Concord Street, orlando,

Florida 32803, on behalf of the pefendant, George
Zimmerman.

DONALD R. WEST, ESQ., 636 West yale Street, orlando,
Florida 32804, Co-counsel with Mark 0'Mara, Esq.

BERNIE de 1a RIONDA, ESQ., JOHN GUY, ESQ., OF: Office
of the State Attorney, 220 East Bay Street,

Jacksonville, Florida 32202, on behalf of the Plaintiff,
State of Florida.

JOSEPH R. FLOOD, JR., ESQ., OF: Dean, Ringers, Morgan &
Lawton, P.A., Post Office Box 2928, orlando, Florida
32802, on‘behalf of the sanford Police Department.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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A. .About the.phone?

Q. ves.
. A. No. , . .
Q. Any'fhrthér“eonith"with»the case after
thit? ’ : Lol ;o

A, It get transferfred. _

Q.. As you now ook baek on the investigation, 1
that you. were a part of dﬁd you ‘see any fai11ngs

j1n the investigatien that coneerned you?

A, X think we' just_took too long.
Q. Too 1ong'ébrdo_what7
A. I think what we had on Day 1 is what we had
two and a half weeks later.
Q. okay.
A. I think we. should have sent the haéket' out.

wednesday; Thursday of the first week. I even made

a suggestion to Captain 0'Connor and Chief Lee to
take it'to the Grand Jury, to see when thé next
Grand Jury date is and have the peop]e decide.
That s what I wou]d have done

okay.

A The reason I suggested the Grand Jury thing
1s I don't think the State -- 1f you send it to the :
state, the State can a1ways say we11 we. only said-
no, because a11 the 1nvestigat1on we did. 1 said

Dawn Roscher. court Reporter :

P. 0. Box 33406, or1ando Florigg 32853
407.246.09 8 Fax 407. 246 03
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with the Grand Jury, you're putting everything out
there and you let the people decide yes or no on

- 1t.

Q. Did you have _conversations with the peop]e

‘ from the state Attorney 's office about this?

- A. Yes. They came, I think, from Jacksquvi11eﬂ‘
. Q. dkay. . ) |
A, It went from up here to there. They sent an
investigator down. o )
Q. oOkay. ‘
A. And he spoke to me.
Q. Tell me what you guys talked about.
A. When he came and interviewed me, to talk to

me, I was like one of the few that had a statement

in this. So he just talked to me about this. .

Q. Tell me what you told. him.
.A. Basically, what I did here, how I answered ,

'your questions, too, but not a depo. Then we were

just talking about -- he looked like Grizzly

. Adams. So I was just cracklng Grizzly Adams jokes.
~That was about it.

Q., okay. pid you have any conversations with
the State. Attorney s office in Sanford abour this 'fi
case?

A. Yes.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando F]orida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax -407.246.0598
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Q. And tell me about that.
Page 42
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A. we were -- well, which time?
Q. The first time. Let's start with that.
‘A. It was probéb]Y a week in the -- we. were in
the second week. I guess Captaih o'connor or Chief

Lee asked the state to startucoming on board at

' this point. “Jim Carter was then attending the
" meetings. ' '

Q. so tell me about the first meeting.

- A. Just going over the cdse and what we had,

‘you know, kind of where we were at.

" Q. And did Mr. carter make any suggestions as -
to any additional information that should be

" gathered?

A. Like making sure that we were getting the
phones back, the injuries, whatever. I don't

recall too much about it. Basically, we were kind

. of telling him where we wefe at ih the case.

Q. ‘what injuries were you just talking about?

A. The ones to Mr. Zimmerman.

Q. Explain that to me. what conversation did
you have about that? . | . N

A, well, it was all of us. It wasn't just me.

It was like eight or nine of us.in the room. we

- were all just kind of talking. " Everyday we had:

Dawn ,ROSCheI", Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407,246.0598
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kind of 1ike a hit list as to what to do.
Q. Who was ip that first meeting,_the'eight or
Page 43
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nine people? who were they?

A. chief Lee, Captain 0'Connor, Crime Scene
people, which would be sargent Ciesla, piane and

serino. Then later on Sargent Randy Smith came to

"~ the meetings.

Q. Okay .

’At He was on vacation when this thing k1cked
off initia11y. .

Q. 1In that first meeting, that Mr. Cartéé was
at, you said you had talked about the 1njur1es.
what was discussed about that?

A. we were talking about, like tou]d it have
happened this way or that way.

‘Q. And what was the consensus?

A. what was my consensus or the room's
consensus? N

Q. Anything you want to te]] me.

_A. I think the room's consensus was that there
wasn't anything, that the 1nJur1es were consistent
to what his statements were.

Q. So the room's consensus was that his

injuries were consistent with his version of how

' th1ngs happened; is that accurate?

pawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0, Box 533406, orlando F]or1da 32853

407.246.0998 Fax 407.246. 0598
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A. Yes.
Q. And what was the conversation wrapped around
that?. who was saying what?

A. I'm just giving you a synopsis of what was
Page 44
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going on, but they were daily. Then the next day
we'd have another meeting.

Q. How often on a weekly basis were you guys
meeting about this case?

A. Daily.

Q. 'Everyday? ,

A. ers; )

Q. And how many of those meetings was Mr.
carter'in? ' | “

A. I want to say, like thé last week out of two
and a half weeks. He was in the last couple. I
couldn't give you an exact number. . ,

Q. What other concerns were being discussed
about the investigation, besidés the issue
concerning the injuries being consistent with his
story or other high points of the conversation?

A. . That was it. Everyday we'd go in at
whatever time the meeting was set for and we'd talk
about updates and everything, 1ike if captain

o'connor or Chief Lee said we need to get this done

or make this happen and where we were on it.

Dawn Roscher, Court~Reporter

'P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 ' Fax 407.246.0598
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Q. Were there ever any conversations or
concerns about the way fhe investigation was
.happenihg from the day of the 26th forward?
A. Not in front of =- not in that meeting, I
can tell you. That meeting was more like what
| Page 45 | |
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we've done and what do we have to do. I think

that's why Jim Carter was put on board towards the
end, because we were already like, you know, what

else can we do? Now we were start1ng to 1ook at

what do we have here?

Q. Were there any concerns with the leadership,

-Chief Lee, the Captains, whatever, thét fhings that

they wanted done, were noi getting done?

A. Not.thaf I know of. '

Q. oOkay. was the toné of the cpnversation,.
that things should bg‘gefting doné, were in fact

‘getting done?

A. I éouldn't.te11 you. tLike I said, everybody
in the room kind of -- and it wasn't like it slowed
down as the week Qent on, but everybody was getting
something done that had'fo be done.

Q. 'okay. And wﬁat was Mr. Carter saying about
the progfess-of the investigation?

A. As far as? o

Q. Like how it was going.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0938  Fax 407.246.0598
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" A. He would stay quiet and kind of listen to
what we had. o
Q. what suggestions was he offer1ng at that
point?
A. I don't recall. I couldn't tell you.
Q. okay. To the extent that he told you his

perspective on what he thought should happen with
‘ Page 46
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3 santiago
the case; what was it?
A. Jim carter?
Q. Yes. ,
A. We talked about, I think it was like the
last day, the last meeting I was in and we.talked

about can we evén,?i]é charges on the guy that

dialed 911. T know that's how I found out that

: down here in F]orida, you' re supposed to help

somebody and not to just watch them, not just stay
on with 911.,11ke walk back into your house.

Q. The 911 call, you referenced, actually the
911 call that you can hear the yelling on?

A. Right. _

Q. The screaming for help?

A. Right. -

Q. And your gquestion was this‘guy didn't do
anything; can we even charge him with somefhihg?

A. Yes. '

~Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406 orlando Florida 32853
407. 246 0998 ‘Fax 407. 246 0598
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Q. And Mr. Carter said what?

A. No. | ,

Q. what did he say about charging wr.
zimmerman? ' .

A. I'm not go1ng to -- I can't quote him, but
bas1ca11y, if I was reading him right, that we
didn't have anything.

.Q. You made a comment a moment ago when I asked

Page 47
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you do you think anyth1ng about this investigation

wasn't handled right and you said it took too long?
A. Ye#. o
Q. what do you mean by that; what took too
long? ' . A
A.. Because the information we had in the second
to two and a half weeks ié_theAsame ihfprmatidn,
pretty much, tﬁat we'had on Day 1 or pay 2, except

for the tolls on. the phone, which you can send a-

packet up and when the tolls come back, you forward
that up to the state. So it wasn't like nothing
that was; you know, oh, my~God, this is new news.
Q.  Right. Is what you're saying, then, is-that
you think the investigation was delayed too long as
though stuff'wasn't getting done or that you
already had a1l the informﬁtion to make a decision?

A. I think we had it already.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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Q. Al1l the informatlon?
A. From what 1 saw, when I'm 1ook1ng at it,
yes.' I dqn t know what Serino was doing or if

there were any other meetings. In the meetings we

~ were going to, I cqu]dn‘t’sée anything between Day
1 and two and a half weeks later.

Q. And with your training and exper1ence when
you thought enough information was gathered to have
made a decision; what do you think the decision

should have been concerning charging Mr. Zimmerman?
Page 48
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A. No.

Q. No what?

A. we shouldn't have charged him.

Q. with anything?

A. No.

Q. why not? o

A. I think that, and Tike I said, everybody's
consensus in that room, including J{mvCarter, was
tﬁose injuries were.defensive qunds. |

Q. what else lead to that consensus in the
room? _ .

A. I think that, Tike I said, we were talkfng

. over the last couple days with him and from what

I've seen, I don't think they should have charged
him. 1In fact, I didn't know they charged him until

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853

407.246.0998 - Fax 407.246.0598

the next day. .
Q. who, in the rooh, contested that consensus?
‘A; The last day Sargent smith did. - .

Q. what did he say?. ' .

A. He said that he didn't be1ie§e that those
injuries were consistéht with that. Jim cérfer
even stepped up and kind of gave him a what are you
kidding me Took. R

Q. And what was his concern with the
inconsistencies of the injuries?

 A. who?
| Page 49
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. Smith.

Q

A. I don't know.

Q. How did he verbaﬁize that to you?

A. He didn't verbalize it to me. It was to the
room, not to me. Wwhen he said it, the whole room
went like this, kind of looked at him. "This was
two and a half weeks later,'éndlit was like why are
you saying this nbw? ' 4

Q. Did he say_anyfhing ip particular, like I
don't believe he‘got his nose broken in the
beginning or 1 don't think that the injuries to the
back of the.head were -- '

A, I think --

pawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407 .246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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MR. FLOOD: Let him finish.

Q. -- significant or what was his concern with
the injuries? o .

A. Like I said, this-is a synopsis, not a
quote, buf basically that the injuries were not
consistent. That's when 3im Carter was kind of
like from everything I'vé seen so far, they are.

Q. I just don't know what you mean by were not
consistent with --

A. Like, in other words, is he really getting
his head smashed or are those injuries from that or

is his nose really broken. It was that kind of -
page 50
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stuff. Wwhen he said it, everybady kind of went
Tike that.
‘Q. Evidencing what, in your mind? _
A. In my opinion, where have you been in these

last two and a half weeks; you should have said

that pay 1, not two and a half weeks'later.

Q. And that was the firs; meeting that we just
talked about, I think?
. A. That was the last meeting.
‘ Q. So without Qoing over. every one; how many
meetings were there that you were at?

A. There was about two, two and a half weeks

. bawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853

407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
54

worth,. off the top'of my head.
Q. So ten to twelve meetings?
A. At least, yes. '
Q. Were all the meetings of s1milar vein, to

what you just told us about, the last meeting,

Awh1ch was that there was a ‘meeting with all the |

hieﬁarchy deciding what to do about the case?
There was one purpose, right?

A. Right. | ‘

Q. And all the meetings were like that?

A. Yes.l Hold on. - It wasn't what to do with | _
the case. It was more like where we were along the
case.

Q. Okay. »

Page 51
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A. And then if we had to do anything more.

Q. Okay. And was the tenure or the spirit of
all the meetings that everyfhing that was supposed
to be'getting done, was getting done? |

A. Yes. ' _

Q. ‘And was it a similar consensus throughout
those two, two and a half weeks that Mr. Zimmerman
shou]d not be charged with a crime?

A. It wasn 't that he should not be charged with
a crime. It was that we didn't have enough to

file. T think that's what Jim Carter was saying,

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, Orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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too, that we don't have enough.

Q. To file a charge against Mr. zimmerman?

A. nghi.

Q. That was a yes?

A. Yes._b , 4

Q. And was that a consensus that existed in -
that group meet1ng fbr the ent1rety of the two and
a half weeks?

A. I couldn't tell you what everybody else was
thinking. I can tell you what I was thinking and
what I was listening to from Mr. carter, what we
had and didn't have.

Q. well, was anybody in that meeting during
those two and a half weeks, contestfng‘a consensus
that there was not enough to charge Mr. Zimmerman?

A. The only person that contested was Sargent
Page 52
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Randy smith, that we shou]d charge him. That was
like the last day of the meeting. '
Q. Did he say what he thought heishou]d be
charged with? '

A. I don't recall. I couldn't tell you.

~ MR. O'MARA: Let me take a couple of minutés
and I think we're“aboht done.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reportgf

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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(Recess taken).

'Q. In these meetings, that we were just ta1k1ng
about, was Investigator Serino at all of them as
well?

'A. Yes. It was Serino, Captain o' Connor, chief
Lee, crime scene, myself -and Randy smith at the
end.

Q. dkay.' what wés‘Serino saying about the

~ evidence? °

A. Hewas pretty quiet the whole time.
Q. Did he ever offer anything?
A. That I recall, no.
' Q. was anyone talking to him? I mean, at that
point, he was the lead investigator, right?
~ A. Right. we had those meetings, but I
couldn't tell you if there were other meetings

Page 53
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beyond that. You know, what I'm saying? I know I

left that meeting and it was the next day when I

found out that they actually filed charges on him.

Q. when you say they filed charges; you re

'talk1ng about SPD?

A. Right, sent the packet over.
Q. But did serino involve h1mse1f in any of

those conversations, when it was being discussed

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407. 246 0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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that there wasn't enough evidence to charge'him
with anything?

A. He was quiet most of the time.

Q. In the last meeting, where smith said
something about the'cons{stency of the injuries;
did serino say anything in response to that?:

A. I don't remember him saying. anything.

Q.. Okay. Did Serino ever evidence ih any of .
these meetings -- and we're ta1king'fen to twelve
meeting§ everyday for tWo and ‘a half weeks, right?'

A. Yeah, from that flrst second day to when
they filed the charges.

Q. Did you ever evidence anything that would
have given you the impression in that meeting that
he was considering filing charges the day after
that last meeting?'

A. Like I said, he was quiet. He didn't say a
Jot. Like I said, it was like a hit list of things

to do and the bosses were talking.
Page 54
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Q. Right, but did Serino ever contest the
consensus of the room that there wasn't enough to
charge?
- A. Not that I recall.
Q. .Thénk you.

Dawn. Roscher; Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 -Fax 407.246.0598
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MR. O'MARA: No further questions.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. de 1a RIONDA:
Q. Very briefly about the telephone. You guys

did everything you could to try to interact or open

up the phone, but you weren't able to do that; is
that correct?

A. Yes, sir. ' v :

Q. How do you know that there was twé1ve
meetings or ten meetings? Are you guessing as to
that or do you actually have, like we met on this
date and we met on this date? |

A. T think he -- Mr. O'Mara -- said it was
about ten or twelve. I said everyday we were
having meetings and it lasted about two and a half
weéks. That's when he said so about ten or twelve

Page 55
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and I said all right, you know, whatever.

Q. So as best you can recall, after February -

. 26th, you guys met everyday after that day?

A. Yeah, we were having meetings everyday.

Q. -And were you ever off any of those days?'

DB.WI'I Roscher, COl..ll't Repor‘ter

P. o Box 533406 orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598 .
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A. No, not that I recé]l. without 1ook¥ng at

"my timesheet, but no.

Q. Here's my question, and it's not a trick
question, but you're saying all of these
individuals were present ét.these meetings. I'm
wondering if anybody was out and now you're, after
the fact, trying to think oh, I guess everybody was
there? ‘ |

A. No. Captain 0'Connor was at every meeting
that we went to. Investigator Serino was at every
meeting. A Crime Scene tech or sargent Ciesla was-
af every meetmg. " Randy Smith, er I said, he was

- on vacation, so he wasn't at thetfﬁrst‘couple. :

Then he came back and he was attending meetings.

Q. Okay. ' ‘

A. And then chief Lee, I want to say was at a
lot of those meetings. He mdy have missed one or
two, something like that.

Q. Wwho was in charge of the meetings?

A. chief Lee,

Q. And in these meetings -- I've never attended

them, that I'm aware of -- is everybody allowed to
Page 56
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speak freely or is it that, usually, when the boss
is there, the boss kind of controls the meeting?

can you describe how these meetings occurred, in

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

"P. 0. Box 533406, orlando F1or1da 32853
407. 246 0998 Fax 407 246. 0598
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terms of who is in charég and is there an open
discussion or is it moire limited as to, like you
have this ta;k, Mr. 0'Mara; you have this task, Mé.
Flood or is it a free-for-all, where everybody gets
to tell their opinion? '

A. No. chief Lee is at the énd of the table and
Captain O'Connor is at the other end.

. Q. Is it in that big room? _

A. Admin room. Then, basically, everybody is
-~ Captain 0'Connor would open it up with what'dp
have to do or what do we need to get done. Then
we'd all talk about what we needed to get done and
that work would get disseminated; th'swgoing to
do what. . ) .

Q. so is the majority bf'the"time, in these
meetings, spent on tasks to do?

A. Yes. v

Q. okay. So the veﬁy little parts of the
meeting, where there's an open discussion -~ that's

my words -- how much of the meeting is -- let me

make sure we're clear, so I'm not 1eading.A I ddn't
want to be accused of leading.

Page 57
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MR. O'MARA: No, I think you're allowed to

Tead him by saying --

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, oOrlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 - Fax 407. 246 0598
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MR. de 1a RIONDA: No, no. It's okay.

Q. But on these meetingsﬁ the majority of the
time was spent going over tasks to do for
everybody?

A. .Yeah.

Q. Like this unit, you've got to do this; is
that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. so if_the meetings were to two to two and a
half hours; how much of the time on these meetings

was there an open discussion about if the person -

should be charged or not?

A. They weren't =- I don t reca]l them going
two hours.

Q. okay.

A. I would say it wasn't even in the first.
week, because we were still trying to gét
everything done. -

Q. So the first week, really, there was no
discussion about what he should be charged with or
not charégd with?

A. Not that I recall, no. It was mostly, like

hey, did you get this done; did you get this done.
Page 58
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. Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida - 32853
407 .246. 0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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Q. okay. ,
A. Then when we got into the second week,

that's whén they started to get a little big longer
as to what do we have.

Q. 'so the second week; how many times was there '

a discussion about what we have or what the person

should be charged with?

A. I don't remember where Mr. Carter comes in,
but that's kihd of when it starts kind of picking
up ‘towards that.

Q. So it was when Mr. Carter got 1nvo1ved?

A ‘Right.

"Q. I think you stated that he was only in on
one or two‘meetings?

A. No. I said he was there from the last week,
I wou1d say, roughly, off the top of my head.

Q. Has this ever occurred in your department,
where you guys have meetings with the State
Attorney and try to convince him or her to chdrge
the case or not chargg? . _

A. I've worked a couple cold case homicides.
We do all the work énd then we shoot the call out
this is what I've got. fhen they say yeah. roll

~with it. Then we go pick up the guy or go arrest'

him or whatever it is.

pawn Roscher, Court Reporter
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Q. dkay. Going back to what happened in this
case,: So Mr. Cafter was present?
 A. Right. | | |

AQ. Then is Chief Lee present and chief Lee is

saying don't charge him and Mr. carter is saying

fyeah, we should charge him?

A. No, that wasn't it. ,

'‘Q. Okay. You weren't there for that?
A. No, no. That didn't happen.

Q. Tell us then. I misunderstood and I

apologize. Again, I guess, what I gathered from

- questions being asked by Mr. o'Mara, is that you

stated that there was a consensus that he should
not be charged or is that your-opinion?

A. Mr. 0'Mara asked me what was the consensus
and I said I can tell you what I got from Mr.
cCarter and th;t was we didn't have anything.

Q. So let's make sure we're clear. There's a

‘~mgefing-of all these people?

A. Right.

Q. But your opinion, based on what you had ‘
known about the case, was that he should not be
cﬁarged. right? '

A. Right, and there was other people in the

room, like every time we'd say something, it was

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, Orlando Florida. 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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T1ike well, we don't have that. I couldn't tell you
who was saying what. There were ten'pebp]e in the
room. I cou]d te11 you what everybody's general

consensus was in- that room, 1nc1ud1ng mr. carter,

" and that was we didn t have anything.

Q. And that's my question. Is somebody taking
minutes of these meetings or is~this just your
recollection, because you felt he shouldn't be
charged and that everybody agreed with you? -

A. It'é‘not agreeing with me. 1It's agreeing
with the state and chief Lee. It's not me.

Q. okay.' chief Lee is saying we don't have
anything? . '

A. I didn't say that. You're asking me to
quote and I'm not going'to quote. I'm merely
giving you a sense of what's going on in the room,
period. .

Q. I want to make sure the record is clear as

“to what was said by any individual versus what you

said. Does that make sense? My questipn is, I
want to know what you réhembér;Aahy partiéu1ar'
individual, other than yourself, stating that he
should not be charged? |

A. Aga1n, I cou]dn t quote anybody in the room,
but I can tell you that at the last day, when

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407 .246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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sargent Randy Smith says I think we have enough for

this and the whole room kind of looked at him. I'm

not even sure that cChief Lee was at that one, but I

know Captain 0'connor was and the State was. ‘Théy

were like no. Don't quote me on it, but basica]ly
what Jim carter said was no, they are. That was
it. | |
Q. Jim Carter said that he is being charged?
A. That we didn't Have anything, basica11y.

Q. And the reason is, because you're say1ng

that the following day Serino came in and filed an

affidavit to charge the defendant with the crime,
right; you're aware of that? '

A. I found out the next day in a CCIB meeting’
from Jim Carter.

" Q. Isn't there an inconsistency there; if
Detective Serino is cohing into file charges. Do
you understand what I'm say%ng?

A. No. .
Q. okay. I'l1 be glad to rephrase the

question. Your op1n1on. based on what you know, is

“that Mr. Zimmerman should not have been charged, is

that correct?
A. Yes. _
Q. And that is based on your limited know1édge

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. O. Box 533406, orlando Florida. 32853
407 246. 0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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of the case, correct?
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A.” Yes.
Q. Did you ever review any of the interviews
that Mr. zimmerman made?
A.. No.
'Q. Did you ever review the video tape of the
'reenactment that he made?
A. No. | .
Q. So your opinion is based on what you know?
I'm trying to find out what you know.
A. Right.
Q. . Does that make sense?
A. what was going on in those meetings from
. what everybody was saying, that's what T based it
on. ' |
Q. And in those meetings; was there a review or
did anybody go over the video tape at al1? pid

anybody play that video tape of the defendant (3
interview?

A. No, sir.

Q. So you don't know if there was
inconsistencies, or not, based on whit-Mr. »
21mmerman made, in terms of the inJur1es ‘or not :
‘do you, to your knowledge?

A. To my knowledge, no.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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Q. Is that a fair question? Do you understand
what I'm asking? 1In terms of your knowledge; you
Page 63
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don*t know whether the statements that Mr.

Zimmerman made are inconsistent or consistent with

" his injuries?

A. Right.

Q. You do not know?

A. T couldn't tell you, because I never saw
Invest1gator Serino s report.’

Q. okay. or you never saw the interviews?

A. No. -

Q._'okay. And you were not the lead
inVestigator in the case? }

A. Nb, I was not.

Q. And you would agree that the lead

. investigator of the case should be the one that.

should be handling the investigation, in terms of
whether to charge or not?

A. Yes,

Q. okay.. If it was your case, and you had
working knowledge -- obviously, I know there's
bosses that can over-rule you, but as a generaj
rule, this was not your investigation?

A. No. ‘ |

Q. okay. And yod would agree that if you were

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407. 246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598 :
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conducting an investigation, you don't want

. somebody from another unit, not your supervisor,

saying oh, this is what you should charge or not

charge, correct? :
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A. Yes, true.

Q. Did you ever review the package that
Detective Serino prepared, in terms of presenting
.the case to the State Attorney to file charges?

A. No. Like I said, the next day I went to a
narcotics task force meeting and Jim Carter

~ approached me and told me that they f11ed charges
on him. That's how I find out.

Q. And I know you're or1gina11y from-New York,
but were you a police officer in New York, too?

A. No..

Q. You keep mentioning Grahd Jury. That's why
I asked. 1In a lot of states, the cases are taken
to the Grand 3Jury.

A. I knew that. The reason why I suggested
that is when you're two and a half weeks into 1t,
the public was at an out-cry at that‘po1n;. I said
take it to the Grand Jury and let the people

decide.

Q. I understand. So because of the public
out-cry?

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter. .

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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A. Yes. I thought.it was a good move to make
at that time. |

Q. Finally, %n those meetings, where chief Lee
was present; was there still an dpen discussion by
everybody or is chief Lee kind of confr011ing
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things, as he should be, because he's the chief?

A. when you say controlling --

Q. I don't mean that in a --

A. Like he's dfctating the meeting, no. I'm
saying he's sitting there at the end of the table
and if he had an opinion on something, -he would

give his opinion. If he didn't have an opinigh on

" it, he would stay quiet.

Q. I want to make sure the record is clear. He
was not like everybody would be able to speak, is’
what I'm saying

A. what do youlmean; 1ike in the room, couid I
say something in the room?

Q. Yes.

A. Yeah, I could say something.

Q.- After it was all over, everyday, was there
decisions made based on what was discussed that
day? ' | ,

A. I couldn't tell you. when the meet{ngs
ended, I got up.

-Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter -

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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Q. so, basically, would it be fair to say.that
at those meetings; the tasks were divided up and

then you did whatever task you'were given?

A. Right. .
Q. Do you recall any of the tasks you were
given to do?

A. Yeah. I had to canvas the area, make sure
Page 66
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that the phone tolls were going through.

Q. And the next day, the next meeting; yod'd _
report as to what you did?

A. vYeah. Tolls were out, canvassed the area,
th1s is what came back and th1ngs Tike that. '

Q. So, basically, the fo11ow-up meetings were
for each individual person to report what they had
done? ‘ ' |

A. Right. ‘

. Q. would you agree that the majority of‘thé

meetings, that was what was being done?

A. Yes.

Q. And a new task would come up, a to do list
and then you'd follow-up on that? 4

A. Yes. '

Q. okay. so it's only at the very end that -
there were discussions about what shoy1d be done or

not done, in terms of éharges; is that correct?

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando F1or1da 32853

407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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A. At the end?
Q, Yes, sir.
Yes. _
And those were very Timited discusSipns?

A. Like I said, whenever Mr. Carter kind of got
there. It was late into the second week when they
filed.

Q. So that would have been, 1ike a few days
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before the case was filed?

A. Yes,

Q. okay. And do you know if it was Mr. Carter
himself?

A. I couldn't tell you. I saw Mr. Carter the

next day and he said can I talk to you and T said

.sure. He just told me,that they f11ed charges.

Q. I think, you stated -- I apologize, if I
misunderstood you, but Detective Serino, the lead
investigator in the case, was qu1et, as a genera1
rule, throughout these meet1ngs?

A. Yeah. He may have said something{ I hean,
he didn't stay quiet for two and a half weeks, but
nothing off the top of my head, where 1'd say he -
said this. It wasn't like Sargent smith, in the
last two and a half weeks; oh, I think we have
something. It wasn't Tike that.

pawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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Q. You don't remember, h1m say1ng anything?

A. On impact, no.

Q. A1l right. I know that the chief is the
Chief of Police. would captain O'Connor have been
the one charged with giving tasks on what to do on
a daily thiﬁg? ‘Would he have been the comménder in
Charge, I.guess?'

| A. Yeah, becéuse he was over me. He's-over
Major Crime's Investigations. He's the Captain

over Bureau, whatever you want to call it these
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days.
Q. So at that time, he wés in charge --
A. still is.
Q -- of the unit?
A. still is, yes.
Q. Thank you.

MR. de le RIONDA: I have nothing further.

% * % %, K ] %*
, REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. O'MARA: .

Q. Though, you were not intimately aware of .
everything in the ongoing inVestigation, becahse
that wasn't your job, right?

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598
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~A. " No. v _

- Q. .The other people;.did_they seem to have a
working khowledgg of what sanford Police Dépértheht
was doing in order to do a comp1ete,investiga£ion?

A. I would think so. Serino is a very seasoned
investigator. He's got a lot of time. He's a very
good investigator, too. _

Q. And did it seem as though the people, who
were in the room talking for that two and a half
week period, did they evidence an awareness of
everything that was happening in the investigation?
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A. I'm sorry?

Q. For example, did the Chief seem to know that
Mr. zimmerman had given several statements?

A. FWe didn't go over the statements. That's
what I told him. we didn't go over that. If I
left that meet1ng and they had another meet1ng, I
cou1dn t tell you that

Q. Right, but was there any concern that you
had, that the investigation was incomplete from the
way the meetings were going?-

A. No, and that’ s what I told you ear11er. I
think that what we had -- and I never saw the case
packet, but from what we had pay 1 until what we

had two and a half weeks 1ateh. and I can only talk

~ Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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~ about what was going.on in that meeting, we didn't

have anyth1ng more. v . .

Q. Mr. de le R1onda asked you whether you saw
the video of the re-creation-of the events of the
scene. Wwas there any discussions in the room
during any of those two and a half weeks, where it
was apparent to you that other people were eware of
the entirety of the 1nvestigation?

A. They talked about the video. I couldn't
te11,you exactly what was said about it, but they
did talk aboht it.

Q. Did it seem to you as though Serino was a

aware of what he was doing in his inveétigation? .
Page 70
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A. Oh, yeah.
Q. And was he part of the group that was
processing through this information? '
A. Yes.

- Q. And the qn]y person who contested, what.
you've identified as the consensus- in the room,
cbnsistent]y through its mgetihgs, the consensus
being that thére,wasn;t enough there to chargé it;
the only one that contested that was Smith?

MR. de le RIONDA: - Object to the form of the
question.

_ Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, Orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598

75

Q. 0id you understand the question?
A. Say it again. '

. Q. The only one who contésted the‘cdnsénSUS in.
the room, that there wasn't enough there to charge
him, was Smith at the last ‘meeting; is that
accurate?

MR. de Te RIONDA: ' Object to ‘the form of the
question. |

A. Just the last day, like I said, the last day
that I was in the meeting, we're talking about the
injuries and Sargent Smith said I think that,
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basically, those injuries are not consistent with

what he's saying. 3Jim Carter looked, and was

sitting right across from him, and was 1ike no, I

‘think they are consistent.

You had to see the look that he gave him;
Tike what? I think by that time we had his doctor

“that wrote sométhing about his injuries, something

Tike that. -

Q. And serino did not contest the consensus in
the room --

A. I'don't remember.

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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MR. de Te RIONDA: Object to the form of the

‘question.

MR. O'MARA: Tell me what your objection is.
First, you can't say object to the.form of the
question when I'm ba]fway in the middle of a
question; wait,unti],ljfinfsh it.. Two, if you tell
me what you're objection is, I'11 rephrase it.

If you just say.objection to the form, I
don't know what to do with it. That's why I'm
asking.

MR. de le RIONDA: You can ask your

qguestion, I will object. You can do whatever you
want.
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Q. Did Investigator Serino ever contest the

- consensus, that you testified to earlier, that

existed in the room, that there was not enough to

charge Mr. zimmerman with anything?

_ MR. de 1e RIONDA: Objection to the form of
the question. You can answer it.

A. He was quiet. He didn't really say much and -

‘Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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1f he did say anything, I didn't hear it.

Q. So he d1d not offer any objection, did he?

Af No. That's what I said. If he said
something, I didn't hear it. He could have, I just
didn't hear it or I wasn't paying attention. I was
just focused on Mr. Carter.

Q. I think Mr. de le Rionda asked you if
minutes were taken. was anyone taking notes?

A. Not that t recall, no. _

Q. . Were you taking notes for what you should
accomplish?

A. It's pretty easy to go canvass the area, go
get the cell phone. I'm pretty good with that.

Q. But did you take any notes? -

A. No.

Q. Did you notice if anybody else was taking
notes?
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A. No.

Q. Wwould this be a situation, where there would
actua11y be somebody who was charged with keeping
track of what was being discussed and tasked out?

A. No, I don't thinkéso.

Q. ‘okay. And were there discussions during - -
thesé méeting as-fo how the community Was reacting
to the events?

pawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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A. Not in front of me, no.

Q. . Sso were these meetings more specific to the
investigation and not to the community tensions?:

_A. Yes. ,

Q. .Were there any discussions about the
community tensions?

A. Not in those meétings.

Q. Over matters, such as. race or anything l1ike
that? | _ | -

A. No, sir. = .

" Q. When you did talk to Jim Carter at the CCIB
meeting and you said he came up to you and said can
I talk to you for a minute; tell me exactly the
conversation.

A. He said can I speak to you about the
meeting. I said sure. He walked up to me and 1
said what's up. He looked at me -- I don't mean to
be offensive, but he gestured his hands and he said -

you guys fucked us in the ass. I said excuse me.
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He goes did you see the packet. I says no. I said
Took, I worry about my statement in there. That
was it. He goes you'guys filed charges on Him. I
said well, I didn't know that. I didn't know
leaving that meeting.

‘I.took'my:phone and I flipped it up and I

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
407.246.0998 Fax 407.246.0598 -
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started calling Captain 0'Connor. He goes who are
you calling. . I said I'm calling my boss with what

you just told me. He goes why are you ca11ing him.

‘ T said think about what you just told me. I dop't

know what's going. I called captain 0'Connor and I

: toId him.

Q. Told him what?

A. what 3im carter just told me.

Q. And what was captain 0‘'Connor's response?

A Nothihg._ He goes okay. That was it.

Q. I understand the phrase. So what else did
he say? | N -

A. That was pretty much about it at that point.

Q. Wwhat did that evidence to you as to his
po{nt or position about whether or not charges
should have been filed? |

A. I think it's evident, what I told you, for
about a week when he was there. | '

Q. D0id he sa& anything else to you about it?

A. The hand gesture got me.
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Q. Did he say anything else?

A. Other than we fucked him in the ass, no.
Q. Okay. That was the end of the conversation?
That was enough for me.

Q. Any further conversations you've had with

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida 32853
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carter since that one about this case?

A. No.

Q. Anything else about this case?

‘A. No.

Q. Okay. How about any other people with the
State Attorney's Office in Seminole County?

A. In reference to this case?

" Q. Yes.
No.
Q. oOkay.

® % & & &

RECROSS EXAMINATION

Q. Mr. 0'Mara keeps mentioning about this
consensus at this meeting.

A. -Right.

Q. Would it be fair to say that it was you and
Mr. Carter that came to a consensus?

A. No. It was everybody in the‘room. I
couldn't tell you -- it's the third timé you've

asked me. Again, I-couldn't tell you a direct
Page 76
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quote. The consensus was in the room that we don't
have anything.

Q. Right, but you stated, I recall, and we can

Dawn Roscher, Court Reporter

P. 0. Box 533406, orlando Florida- 32853

407.246.0998 - Fax 407.246.0598

have the court reporter read it back, that you
1ooked'at Mr. Carter. _

A. well, everybody looked at Mr. Carter.
Everybody was looking at him. when'Randy smith
said that, everybody kind of went 1iké this.

Q. So you looked around the rcom and looked at
everybody and everybody was looking at smith?

A. -Well. yeah. Like I said, it was like two

" and a half weeks and this was the first time he's
“bringing this up.

Q. o©h, because he's bringing it up for the

~ first time now? -

Q. 'okay.

MR. de le RIONDA: No further questions.
* "MR. O'MARA: No questions.

(witness will read).
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